
The setting for 
today’s scripture 
is the calling of 

Jesus’ disciples, a group 
of people who would, 
hopefully, learn with him 
and from him, and share 
in his vision of a more 
just and faithful people 
and society. The setting 
for today’s chapel ser-
vice is the eve of Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day, a 
federal holiday set aside 
to honor and remember 
the life of a man who 
called a nation and a 
world to nonviolent acts 
of justice and peace. The 
music in today’s service was written by John Lennon, 
a man who helped fuel the public consciousness and 
conversation with ideas of peace, love, and political and 
social change. The visions and legacies of these three 
men still call to us today. 

In the past week, we heard the President of the 
United States commit over 20,000 more men and 
women to fighting a war that has now lasted longer than 
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John 1:43-46 43The next day Jesus decided to go to 
Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew 
and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 
“We have found him about whom Moses in the law 
and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph 
from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can any-
thing good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.”

World War II and led to the deaths of well over 3,000 
U.S. soldiers (more than the number of people who 
died in the attacks of 9/11) and countless militants and 
citizens in Iraq. 

In the past week, I listened while some of you told 
stories about being in gangs, on the streets, and at war 
with each other, with your parents, and with your own 
selves.  I heard about retaliation, displays of supremacy 
and intimidation, gun violence, and loss of life.  I heard 
about the desire and drive for money and more money.  
I heard anger at DJOs and unit leaders, blaming of oth-
ers, and threats to attack, assault and destruct. 

We have a long way to go to becoming the com-
passionate, peaceful people Jesus, Martin and John 
would ask us to be. Each offered us ideas for confront-
ing violence: Jesus suggested we turn the other cheek 
or only cast stones if we could find ourselves without 
blame or wrong; John Lennon invited us to imagine a 
world without violence and to give peace a chance; and 
Martin Luther King, Jr. encouraged us to “meet physical 
force with soul force,” a form of resistance that wells up 
from a compassionate commitment to respect oneself 
and others. 

Often we want violence to end and tensions to 
cease and our lives to be more peaceful and easy.  But 
we want it to come from others.  “If only they would 
stop doing what they are doing to agitate me…” But as 
Mother Teresa reminds us, “Peace is not something you 
wish for, it is something you make, something you do, 
something you are, something you give away.” And, as 
Mahatma Gandhi said, “You must be the change you 
seek.” 

On the back of your bulletin is a pledge of nonvio-
lence. There are seven components to the pledge.  As 
we read through them, think about how you might incor-
porate them into your daily life. 
(continued on Page 2)
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